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April Tri-Club Meeting Schedule 

The NSD April Meeting 
 

T he April North Shore Deadeyes virtual meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 3rd at 7:00 PM.  As of this writing, 
Rick Szydelko has not decided on a fea-
tured topic, but, no doubt, itôll be a good 
one.  The ZOOM invite will be sent out a 

few days before the meeting.  You will be able to log 
on as early as 6:30 PM. 
 
 

The NRMS April Meeting 
 

F or April, the Nautical Research and Model Ship Society meeting will be 
a hybrid session.  The face to face seg-
ment will be held at 237 S. Lincoln 
Street, Westmont, IL.  Kurt Van Dahm 

requests that those who plan to attend in person let 
him know so they can be accommodated. 
   For those preferring to attend the virtual version, an 
invite will be sent out a few days before the April 13th 
meeting.  Proceedings start at 7:00 PM, but you will be 
able to log on as early 6:30 PM. 
 
 

The April Shipwright Gathering 

Bring Popcorn! 

T he Midwest Model Shipwrights return to action on April 17th.  
Its been three months since our last 
F2F meeting, so we should have a 
monster Ships on Deck for this one. 

   This meeting will feature films showcasing two mag-
nificent models.  One is 
the Dutch William Rex 
and the other is the Eng-
lish Royal William.  Both 
are ships of the line, and 
are very impressive.  At 
the other end of the 
spectrum, Gus Agustin 
will have his miniature of 
the Royal William on 
display for Ships on 
Deck.  This should be a 
fun meeting!  As usual, we will meet at  
         The Dasom Community Church 
             501 S. Emerson Street 
                Mount Prospect, IL 

 

 

I t is with deep sadness, and a profound sense of loss that we report the passing of longtime member, Sidney Wotman.  
Sidney was a founding Shipwright, and a long-time member of 
the North Shore Deadeyes and Nautical Research Guild. 

   Without a doubt, the highpoint of his modeling career oc-
curred during the Wisconsin Maritime Museumôs Model Ships 
and Boats Contest in 2012.  With his wife and son looking on,  
he won a Gold Medal for his Charles W. Morgan, a model it 
took numerous visits to Mystic Seaport, thousands of photos 
and 17 years to build.  One of the more unique aspects of this 
magnificent piece is the plinth, which was taken from an actual 
section of salvaged ñMorganò planking! 

   Samuel Elliot Morrison once wrote:  ñIt was a pretty concep-
tion that the sailorôs spirit would wish to float out of harbor with 
the ebb, and once more survey familiar scenes ï kelp marked 
ledges, foaming tide rips, circling seabirds, and friendly light-
houses ï before it left for another world.ò 
   So, we bid our shipmate farewell.  May his seas be calm, and 
the wind always at his back é Sidney Wotman will be greatly 
missed. 

ǒ Sidney Wotman ǒ 
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Royal William 

Scale: 16ô = 1ò 
by Gus Agustin 
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 Royal William 
by Gus Agustin 

Is it really that small? 

A ctually, Gus is messing with our minds.  Although a minia-ture, the model isnôt really that tiny.  Itôs the nickel.  The 
coin is a phony about 3ò to 3 1/2ò in diameter!  It still looks pretty 
convincing, doesnôt it?  Now you know Agustinôs secret!   
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 USS Constitution 
by Robert Frysztak 

S ince I finished up on the foremast (except for braces), I have moved back to hardware mode: 
I turned & finished the main yard, including battens, blocks, trusses, footropes, and stunsail hardware. 

I then turned the booms for the fore stunsails, and added brass mounting hardware. 
Carved all the entry boards and hammock crane boards.  I tried carving the intricate eagle & anchor on the entry boards, 
but ended up using decals instead - much to small and intricate for me to carve. 
The mainsail bolt ropes, reef lines, cringles and other assorted attachment points were completed. 
Just about finished attaching to main yard using authentic roband knots.  I should be attaching it to the mainmast soon. 


