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 August Tri-Club Meeting Schedule 

The NSD August Meeting 
One Way to Make Accurate Facades 

 

T he August North Shore Deadeyes virtual meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 7th at 7:00 
PM.  Rick Szydelko will discuss his tech-
nique for creating facades.  A unique sub-
ject not discussed very often.  The ZOOM 
invite will be sent out a few days before the 
meeting. 

 

The NRMS August Meeting 
 

F or August, the Nautical Research and Model Ship Society meeting will be a hybrid session.  The face 
to face segment will be held at 237 S. 
Lincoln Street, Westmont, IL.  Kurt Van 
Dahm requests that those who plan to 
attend in person let him know so they 
can be accommodated. 

   For those preferring to attend the virtual version, an 
invite will be sent out a few days before the August 10 
meeting.  Proceedings start at 7:00 PM, but you will be 
able to log on as early 6:30 PM. 
 
 

The August MMS Meeting 

Building HMS Britannia  - Part II 

T he August face to face Midwest Model Shipwright meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 21st 
at 7:00 PM.  Our resident miniaturist, 
Gus Agustin, will share Part II of his 
techniques for creating the hull of 
HMS Britannia, a 100 gun ship of the 
line. 

               Shipwright meetings are held at the  
 The Dasom Community Church 

             501 S. Emerson Street 
                Mount Prospect, IL 

Doors open at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

T he July NRG Workshop Part 1 featured the construc-tion of a most remarkable model. 

   Built by Dr. Robert Jenkins, the OKESA is an example 
of ship building in the United States during the WWI era.  
Ships were critically needed to transport goods and 
troops.  With steel being used for weapons and Navy 
vessels, it was decided that wooden ships could fill the 
need. 
   Dr. Jenkins began his model of the Okesa, a 3500 
DWT Ferris-type wooden steamship, in 1983.  Forty 
years and about 10,000 hours later (at 4 hours per week),  
the model was completed.  The model is entirely scratch 
built - except for chain and wire.  In 1983, he never ex-
pected it would take 40 years to complete the model.  
The plans for the steamship were derived from the fram-
ing off-sets in Charles Davisô 1918 book, ñThe Building of 
a Wooden Ship.ò  Extensive research on the history of 
the Emergency Fleet Corporation and Ferris-type ship 
construction was performed at/through the University of 
Chicago, The Marinerôs Museum, the Peabody-Essex 
Museum, the California Maritime Museums (both the San 
Diego and San Francisco branches) and the National 
Archives 
   Okesa was built by the Portland (Maine) Ship Ceiling 
Company (later Russell Shipyards) and launched July 4, 
1918.  One of the few Ferris-type wooden steamships to 
receive boilers and a steam engine, Okesa entered the 
cargo service in the fall of 1918.  Unhappily, the ship was 
lost due to fire near Claremont, VA, August 8, 1920. 
   The model is built at 1/8ò to 1ô scale (or 1:96).  It is 
mainly composed of boxwood; with apple and ebony 
highlights.  The engine and boilers were built from brass, 
wood, and plastic using contemporary plans from the 
1918 journal ñInternational Marine Engineeringò and other 
sources.  Deck fittings and machinery were built from 
brass stock using the same references. 
   Part 2 of Dr. Jenkinsô talk will be presented in early Au-
gust.  The final date has yet to be determined.  Attend-
ance will be confined to NRG members only. 

ǒ NRG Workshop ǒ 
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Golden Hind  1:48 
by Keith Zeilenga 

Continued on Page 3 
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Great Lakes Schooner Lucia Simpson 
by Dan Pacholski 

Continued on Page 4 
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Providence - New Englandôs Whaleboat 
by Claude Benusiglio 

Continued on Page 5 
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Claude is considering a more challenging project 
after he completes the whaleboat.  It will be quite a  
step up in difficulty.  This is where belonging to a 
club can pay dividends.  Members are ready, willing 
and able to help! 
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W hen it comes to writing an article 
on this kind of technolo-
gy, your editor knows 
next to nothing.  New 
member, Paul McClay, 
brought in some remark-

able samples he made on his home made table top 
CNC machine.  The photos pretty much speak for 
themselves! 
   Apparently, Paul has the ability to fabricate two 
versions of the CNC mechanics: one for 3d printed 
parts and one for laser-cut hardboard. 
   McClay stated he would be happy to help anyone 
who wants to build their own little mill, or at least 
bring one of his units in for a round table demo, pos-
sibly in October. This last option is too good to pass 
up! 
   He stated that he is not trying to sell anything.  
Paul just wants to pass around an idea that worked 
well enough that it seemed worth making it known.  
Fortunately, he picked the Midwest Model Ship-
wrights. 

 

Intricate Parts Made With a Homemade I.H6 CNC Mill 
by Paul McClay 

Continued on Page 6 
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