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COMMODORE Gus Agustin opened our November 
meeting at 7:15 sharp with 22 members present.  Gus 
welcomed guest Ken Quast, an NR&MSS member and 
then moved on to call for the latest scuttlebutt. 

    Ken Goetz reminded us that dues for 2013 
will now be gladly accepted.  As with last 
year, dues are still $20 ($10 for associate 
members) and include the annual pizza 
party. Make your check payable to 
“Midwest Model Shipwrights” and either 
bring it in to one of the next couple of 
meetings or mail it to:  Ken Goetz, 3302 

Sarah St., Franklin Park, IL  60131.   
  Kurt Van Dahm reported on the results of the Tri-Club 
Symposium and the bottom line was that the Tri-Club net-
ted a nice $510 profit.  Thanks to the 45 paid members 
and 6 non-members, this year’s event was a great suc-
cess.  Let’s hope we can keep the enthusiasm for this 
event going for years to come.  
   Bob Filipowski reported that planning was going 
ahead for Tri-Club “workshops” in 2013 with the added 
possibility that such workshops could be shared with non-
attending members via a real time computer linkup.  
Sounds exciting!   Kurt Van Dahm also put out an idea 
for a “Group Build” of a “Model Shipways” kit (Longboat at 
$59.00 special price) on Saturdays or also via computer.  
Those interested please let Kurt know.  
   Kurt also gave us some schedule details for next year’s 
NRG meeting being held mid-October, 2013, in Charles-
ton, SC. Wed: Local tour. Thur: Modeler’s seminars. Fri: 
CSS Hunley tour. Sat: Tech sessions. Kurt says: “some 
well known speakers are being planned - names and de-
tails will be announced shortly”.  We’ll be hearing more on 
this meeting in the months ahead, so stay tuned, mates. 

Election Notice:  We will hold an election of 
officers at December’s meeting and we are lucky 
to have a full slate running for office.  If you have 
an interest in running for one of the posts, let 

Gus know before the meeting starts.   

● ● Scuttlebutt ●●  
 

December Meeting Notice 
 

Annual Holiday Party 
 

   Bring your appetites for our annual 
pizza party and flea market.  We’ll swap 
ideas and whatever else we can and 
enjoy a great pizza feast. 
   Don’t forget to let Bob Filipowski know 
that you will attend (if you haven’t al-
ready done so), so he can order enough 

food to go around. 
   See you all there.  Happy holidays to all hands. 
   

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m.  
Wednesday, December 19, 2012 

At the Community Presbyterian Church 
407 Main Street in Mount Prospect 

USS Cairo 
By Hal Chaffee 

See “Cairo”,  Page 2          

   Hal not only gave us a fine review of the technical and 
historical information on the ironclad USS Cairo, but he 
also shared with us his personal experience of visiting  
the park displaying the remains of this vessel. 

    
   The history of the USS Cairo is really very short.  The 
ironclad was sunk after striking a mine in the Yazoo River 
fairly early in its service life, thus it did not leave a record 
of many naval engagements.      
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   John Mitchell was able to put in some quality time in 
his workshop polishing off some of the deck furniture on 
his 1:48 scratch-built model of the Great Lakes Clipper-
Schooner Challenge—1852. 

   The deckhouse was 
built with scrap bass-
wood  and planked with 
walnut strips. The plas-
tic windows, supplied by 
Bob Filipowski, were cut 
down from six panes to 
four. The doors were 

built up from strips of walnut and lime wood to form pan-
els on top of the underlying siding.  This was easier than 
cutting another hole in the cabin and saved the cost of 
plastic doors.   
   Riding bitts and riding 
knees were cut from 
basswood to plan and 
painted black.  They 
were then glued to-
gether over a “Model 
Shipways” windlass 
drum and glued to the 
deck.  Next will come 
the installation of a 
“Samson Post” with pawl and eventually the addition of a 
windlass pump.  Thanks to photos supplied by Tim Riggs 
and Bob Filipowski (see below), building a windlass pump 
may get a little easier and gave a clue to dealing with 
chain locker ports, as well.  Any other windlass pump 
building details or sources would be welcome. 

    Ray Oswalt described his improved methods for creat-
ing sails.  His secret is the use of drafting paper (“Clear 
Print” 1000H) and a steam iron to create the great shapes 
he makes.  To get the correct color, Ray dips the sail in 
water tinted with grey paint before ironing in the shape. 
Great tips, as ever, mate.  (Sorry, no photos were taken). 

“Cairo”, continued from Page 1        

   Being one of seven ironclads in the “city-class”, this 
early demise would have been unremarkable in the his-
tory of the US Navy were it not for the fact that the ship 
sank into the muddy bottom of a shallow river.  This re-
sulted in its remains being rather well preserved and, 
once found and raised, becoming a significant historical 
artifact of the Civil War.   
   The powerful 
“city-class” iron-
clads were formi-
dable vessels, 
each mounting 
thirteen big guns.  
On them rested in 
large part, North-
ern hopes to re-
gain control of the 
lower Mississippi 
River and split the Confederacy in two.1   Construction 
details show a centrally mounted paddle wheel aft, ar-
mored side plates and wheel house and a shallow draft. 
   Cairo was designed by Samuel M. Pook and built by 
river engineer James B. Eads at Mound City, Illinois.  
Commissioned in January 1862, Cairo was destined to 
see only limited action and was sunk December 12, 1862 
seven miles north of Vicksburg in the Yazoo River.2 
   Now fast-forward 94 years.   After spending all that time 
buried in the mud, Edwin C. Bearss, Historian at Vicks-
burg National Military Park, and two companions set out 
to discover the grave of the Cairo.  After more than eight 
years of effort, the remains were brought to a shipyard for 
restoration.  In 1972, the 
U.S. Congress authorized 
the National Park Service 
to accept title to the Cairo 
for restoration and display 
in the Vicksburg National 
Military Park.  Since 1977, 
the vessel has been on 
display near the Vicksburg 
National Cemetery.  The recovery of artifacts from the 
Cairo revealed a treasure trove of weapons, munitions, 
naval stores and personal gear of the sailors who served 
on board.3 
   Enough details 
of the Cairo are 
available to per-
mit building a 
very accurate 
model, as wit-
ness this exam-
ple. 
   Thanks, Hal, 
for brining this 
little known ves-
sel to our attention and for spiking our interest in her. 

● ● Ships on Deck ●●   

See “Ships-on-Deck”,  Page 3          
1www.nps.gov/vick/u-s-s-cairo-gunboat.htm.  2Ibid. 3Ibid. 



The Forecastle Report,  Dec.  2012 The Forecastle Report,  Dec.  2012 -- P.3 P.3  

Doc Williams brought in the spars he has built for his 
“Model Shipways” kit of the Charles W. Morgan whaling 
bark.  Foot ropes were uppermost on his mind, as he was 
concerned about getting just the right swag to the ropes.  

The use of wire for footropes was discarded, as they 
looked too static.  Doc settled on using thread that he 
coated with C/A glue.  This permitted retention of desired 
shape while still giving the appearance of true rope.  
    A nice touch was the use 
of a scale crewman figure.  
This helped him establish 
the amount of drop to the 
footropes to achieve a true 
scale.  Nice planning, mate. 
 
Glen Estry showed us the 
progress he has made on his 1:32 “Model Shipways” kit 
of the lobster smack Emma C. Berry.  The major achieve-
ment this month has been the mounting of the boom and 
gaff and this re-
quired Glen to 
find a way to 
simulate the par-
rels.  For this, he 
turned to the 
“notion counter” 
and purchased 
some sma l l 
glass beads of 
the proper color 

to simulate the trucks.  The 
end result looks very good.  
  
   Another fine point is the 
job Glen did on building the 
windlass and windlass 
pump.  Nice work, mate. 
 
   Now its on to the rigging.     
Looks like we’ll be seeing a 
launching on this vessel 
very soon. 

Tim Riggs has been bringing his considerable talents to 
bear on the building of a 1:700 “Hasagawa” kit of the USS 
South Dakota, BB-57, and she looks great.  

We are also very happy to see our mate back in his work-
shop, for sure. 

The USS South Dakota was the lead ship of the South 
Dakota-class of battleships and was launched 7 June 
1941.  After an illustrious career of service in the WWII 
Pacific Theatre, including 13 Battle Stars, she was de-
commissioned 31 Jan 1947 and scrapped 25 Oct 1962. 
 
Bob Filipowski has installed the margin planks on his 
1:64 model of the schooner Arrowsic  and then started 
planking the deck.  Although the waterways are also fin-

ished, these wont be installed 
until the deck is completed.  
Nice to see the logical se-
quence of assembly when do-
ing a deck.  Thanks, Mate. 
 
Gus Agustin gave us another 
good reason for a visit to our doc-
tor - he found paper from the ex-
amining table makes really great 
flags.  To prove his point, we 
were treated to a pair of beautiful 
banners that Gus thinks are some 
of the best he’s done.  We’d 
agree.  

“Ships-on-Deck”,  continued from Page 2      
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Or, what we did in our 
spare time  -  Editor 



 
John R. Mitchell, Editor 
2011 N Charter Point Dr. ● Arlington Hts., IL  60004 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



