Forecastie Report

Newsletter of the Midwest Model Shipwrights ¢

e Scuttlebutt e

FLAG CAPTAIN Bob Filipowski opened our June meet-
ing at 7:30 sharp with 28 hands present. Bob reminded
the crew that the NRG “Special Membership Offer” still
had ten days to run and encouraged all interested hands
to make use of the registration forms he passed out to get
on board. One of the benefits of becoming a new mem-
ber is that, when five or more sign up, the Club will re-
ceive a free copy of “Shop Mates II” for its library or for
offer in a raffle; a $30.00 value.

October 20th has been set for the 2012 Tri-Club Sym-
posium. It will again be held at the Lutheran Church of
the Ascension, 460 Sunset Ridge Rd, Northfield. No
speakers or other plans have been set, as yet. The day
will include the usual continental breakfast, a fine box
lunch, door prizes and a great flea market, as well. More
info to follow but, if you have ideas on program subjects
you would like to see presented, give Kurt or Bob a shout.

Doc Williams advised that the July meeting of the
Dead Eyes has been rescheduled to July 11, due to the
4th being a holiday.

John Pocius reports that our web site has been re-
cently reworked and the Manitowoc show photos added.
If you want to view all the show photos, that's the place to
go. Also, be sure and let your other modeling friends
know about our web site and encourage them to view it.
This site is a great advertisement for our club and one
that we can be truly proud of, as few other clubs have
such an asset. We hope the site will help us draw new
members, once people see what great modeling knowl-
edge is available from our club.

Kurt Van Dahm reviewed the exciting new list of mod-
els being turned out by “Model Expo” under the guidance
of master modeler Chuck Passaro. There is a 1/2” scale
model of the US Gunboat Philadelphia that features a
great cannon and an admiralty model of the USS Essex in
the works that is said to be awesome.

Dave Botton gave us a heads up on a fine publication,
“Model Ship Journal”, that can be viewed on the web site
www.modleshipworld.com.
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July Meeting Notice

Deckhouse Construction
By Boh Filipowski

You won't have to join a carpenter’s union to learn how
to build a first class deckhouse. Bob Filipowski is go-
ing to show us how in one easy lesson; and he’s had a
lot of experience in this line of work. One look at the
deckhouse he just built for his latest model, Arrowsic,
should be enough to convince you. But you, too, can
achieve fine results by attending this month’s meeting.

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday,
July 18, 2012
At the Community Presbyterian Church
407 Main Street in Mount Prospect

2012 OFFICERS & STAFF

President (Commodore) - Gus Agustin........... (847) 398-5208
Vice Pres (Flag Captain) - Bob Filipowski.........(847) 394-0757
Treasurer (Ship’s Purser) - Ken Goetz ..............(847) 678-4249
Secretary ( Ship’s Clerk) - Open  .............

Newsletter Editor - John Mitchell ........ .(847) 392-2259
Photographer - Leon Sirota ......... ....(847) 541-6285
Web Master - John Pocius............ (630) 834-9477

- johnpociusdesign@att.net

e Manitowoc Review e

June’s program featured the slides of -
Dave Botton and expert commentary f"‘
from two of the judges at the Model '
Boat Show in Manitowoc this year, Doc
Williams and Coleman Seskind.

All-in-all, we got to see the highlights
of the show and were able to see and
judge the important features that make
for a winning model.

Thanks to
all who gave
us such a
rewarding
evening.
We're all
primed to
carry our
modeling
efforts to
new heights
with the
valuable
insights we
shared.

See Bob Filipowski’s Manitowoc Report, Page 4-5
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e Ships on Deck e

Doc Williams says all the inboard elements on his 1:64
“Model Shipways” kit of
the whaler Charles W.
Morgan have now
been completed with
only the scratch-built
windless left to be per-
manently mounted to
the deck. Even though
he rated the cast wind-

less supplied with the kit as ac-
ceptable, Doc still felt he could
do better—and he did!

His next big project on this model is building the lower
masts using the “made-up” technique of cementing to-
gether multiple planks, not dowels, and then rounding
them off. The results are stronger and will not warp like
dowels are prone to do. It sounds like a fine technique
and one that we’ll be watching develop with great interest.

Last on Doc’s building list will be the whale boats.

Alan Siegel has completed the mounting of his 1:48
model of the US Brig Fair American ca 1789. His conver-
sion from using pedestals to a cradle mount worked out

very well and created a great looking presentation.
With the hull complete, masts and rigging are next on
Alan’s list of things-to-do. She’s looking very “fair”, mate.

Peter Pennigsdorf
brought in his “Footy”
model to show us
the progress he has
made toward getting
her “pond ready”.
For those of you who
may have missed
Pete’s description of a “Footy”, this is a class of sailing
model used for competition and one that must fit inside a
box (you guessed it) one foot square.

The full size boat would have
been 18-ft long and would
carry a crew of 15 to
help counterbalance
the hull.

The bow-
sprit is as
long as
the

S Y entire
‘Cﬁ_ ‘ hull and,
e S With a simi-
lar spread of
sail aloft, a very

deep and weighted keel
is required to keep the model up-
Pete custom cast the weight at the bottom of the

right.
keel to offset the sail area he expects to run - and he
hopes he got his math right!

The first test sail will tell. Happy sailing, mate.

John Pocius gave us another look at his diorama of the
model pond yacht Pirate and the skiff Rinky-Dink, which
was on display in Manitowoc. The finished model, com-
plete with case, is, like
all of John’s work, very
fascinating.

One’s eye keepsgp AL > ‘

searching out all the 0 _— v

details and, the more "‘23

one looks, the more

one sees. Just the seated figure alone is a marvel, what

with his costume typical of the year 1927. The “Johnson”

outboard motor is another draw to the eye and some of us

could actually remember seeing such an item in our past.
Not only is your work very finely done, mate, but it gives

us all a lot of pleasure - a great combination.

See Ships-on-Deck, Page 3
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Ships-on-Deck, continued from Page 2

k Fred Widman brought in a new book he just
;_ Silreceived entitted:  South with Endurance:
Shackleton’s Expedition 1914-1917 : the
‘}; " Photographs of Frank Hurley (Simon and
" Schuster, 2001). Per books.google.com,
this is “The definitive and spellbinding record of Shackle-
ton’s legendary Antarctic expedition, immortalized on film
by pioneering photographer Frank Hurley”. From what
we’ve seen, this is one great book!

The story of Shackleton’s expedition was also drama-
tized on a PBS program, which is available on DVD.

The Endurance was the
three-masted barquentine in
which Sir Ernest Shackleton
sailed for the Antarctic on the
1914 Imperial Trans-Antarctic
Expedition. She was launched |
in 1912 from Sandefjord in Nor-
way and was crushed by ice,
causing her to sink, three years
later in the Weddell Sea off ; -
Antarctica.

At 144 feet in length and with &
a beam of 25 feet, she weighed §
350 short tons. She was de-

signed for polar conditions with a very sturdy constructlon

Her keel members were four pieces of solid oak, one
above the other, adding up to a thickness of 85 inches,
while her sides were between 30 inches and 18 inches
thick, with twice as many frames as normal and the
frames being of double thickness. She was built of planks
of oak and Norwegian fir up to 30 inches thick, sheathed
in greenheart, a notably strong and heavy wood. Her
bow, where she would meet the ice head-on, had been
given special attention. Each timber had been made from
a single oak tree chosen for its shape so that its natural
shape followed the curve of her design. When put to-
gether, these pieces had a thickness of 52 inches.

Of her three masts, the forward one was square-rigged,
while the after two carried fore and aft sails, like a schoo-
ner. As well as sails, Endurance had a 350 horsepower
coal-fired steam engine capable of driving her at speeds
up to 10.2 knots.

By the time she was launched, Endurance was perhaps
the strongest wooden ship ever built, with the possible
exception of Roald Amundsen’s Fram. However, there
was one major difference between the ships. The Fram
was bowl-bottomed, which meant that if the ice closed in
against her she would be squeezed up and out and not
be subject to the pressure of the ice compressing around
her. But since the Endurance was designed to operate in
relatively loose pack ice, she was not constructed so asto
rise out of pressure to any great extent.’

Sort of reminds one of the Titanic and the optimism held
that she, too was unsinkable. Thanks, Fred, for showing
us your book and spiking our interest in this subject.

"http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endurance_(1912_ship)

John Mitchell’s Great
Lakes clipper-schooner
Challenge now has its
main deck planked and the
two hatch coamings built

up. In laying this
deck, a “king
plank” was first
installed  down

laid down outward from the king plank. 3
At a scale of 1:48, the planks were cut
to simulate actual maximum lengths of
16 ft. (4 in.) with a width of 6 in. (1/8
in.). The king plank was scaled to 5/32
in. wide.

The deck planks were joggled into
the margin plank using the techniques outlined by Bob
Filipowski in one of his recent articles.

Lacking a grinder to create a narrow chisel for cutting
the nib, it was cut using a #11 X-Acto blade. The snipe
was cut using a #18 X-Acto chisel blade. It was important
to cut the snipe with the chisel’s bevel facing inboard.
This process proved very simple. The plank end was first
cut with the nib at one-half the plank width and the length
of the snipe marked at the point where the plank crossed
the margin plank. This cut plank was then used to outline
the cut to be made in the margin plank. Planks were stag-
gered using a 4-plank shift (plank butts every 1 in. later-
ally).

Credits to Bob Filipowski and his article that appeared in
the January 2012 issue of Forecastle Report for the tech-
niques followed here.

Glen Estry brought in an old Dremel tool set he says can
still be used. It was a fascinating look at the past.
Dremel’s history has been chronicled on “Wickipedia” with
an original ad from 1947 that looks just like Glen’s exam-
ple. Dremel, founded in 1932 in Racine, WI by Albert J.
Dremel, was purchased by Robert Bosch GmbH and is
now a division located in Mount Prospect, IL.

, THE "POCKET-SIZE" /&y
* MACHINE SHOP 4

“MAN ... WHAT A POWERHOUSE!"
A TOOL ll’ PACKS YEARS OF PLEASURE

BETTER-
FASTER

factory o
in Tull; o for §3.00 sent
©.0.D. for balance »

DREMEL MFG. (0., Dept. 117-E, RACINE, WISCONSIN [= oressicy
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The 36th Annual Midwestern
Model Ships & Boats Contest

By Bob Filipowski

hen it comes to Manitowoc, | think | was filled with
more anticipation this year, than | have been in a
long time. After watching Sid Wotman shed blood, sweat
and tears over his Charles W. Morgan for the past seven-

teen years, it was finally time. It was done, and he was
entering it in the competition.

For better, or for worse, his wife and one of his sons
wanted to be there
when the moment

came. They would

not be disap-
pointed. The
“Morgan” would

take a gold medal!
| think everyone in
the Midwest Model
Shipwrights could-
n’t have been hap-
pier for Sid and his ~
family. The award was well deserved.

Sid’s accomplishment was certainly the exclamation

Photo by
Bob Steinbrunn
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point on what can only be considered an outstanding
weekend and competition. The models continued to be of
the highest quality, and the camaraderie was the best.

Bob Steinbrunn would win Best of Show, the Badger
Airbrush Best Paint Finish Award, and a gold medal for
his remarkable Smuggler. As one of the symposium
speakers, Bob would also share some of the techniques
used to create this lovely model.

Steve Wheeler received the Roger Jaekel Best Great

Lakes Award, Modelers’ Choice Award, and a gold medal
for a pristine PIERCE ENGINE CO. 16" LAUNCH, which
was a joy to behold. Steve was also a guest speaker at
the afternoon symposium.

The Dana McCalip Best Miniatures Award and a gold

medal went to Joseph Simon for a truly detailed example
of the WW Il Japanese battleship, KONGO.

Paul Gagné earned the Best Novice Builder Award for
a very innovative BOOTHBAY LOBSTERBOAT.
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In all probability, the honor for the largest model ever
entered in the 36 year history of the Manitowoc competi-
tion would have to go to Gerry Kocken for SAN FRAN-
CISCO Il. By itself, the case weighed approximately 450

to 500 pounds, and took at least eight men to unload from

a trailer. The model was too large for the entrance to the

model room, and had to be exhibited out in the main

lobby. This amazing piece won the Midwest Model Ship-

wrights Peoples’ Choice Award.

Another Shipwright who did well was Paul Pollowy. His
z - ... B

Four-Man with Coxswain Rowing Shell took a silver in the
Intermediate, Scratch-built, Category |. Other Tri-Club

members in attendance included Ken Goetz, Doc Wil-
liams, Coleman Seskind, Ed Urbanczyk, Rita Berg, John
Pocius, David Botton, Gus Agustin, Paul Bien, Bob
George, Fred Widmann, Robert Wicklander and Kurt Van
Dahm.

Pirate & Rinky-Dink
Display Only

by

John Pocius

Take the time...

Please check out our website. We are now
featuring, in its entirety, C. A. Raven’s trea-
tise on building the USS Cairo. You can find
it, and much more, at www.theNRG.org.

In addition to features on naval architecture, maritime trade, nautical
history, and maritime arts, the Journal now offers more color photo-
graphs. articles on ship model building, and an expanded Shop Notes.

THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD
“Advancing Ship Modeling Through Research”




John R. Mitchell, Editor
2011 N Charter Point Dr. « Arlington Hts., IL 60004
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