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October Tri-Club Meeting Schedule 

The NSD October Virtual Meeting 
Ropewalks 

 

T he October North Shore Deadeyes Zoom meeting will feature a discussion on rope-
walks.  This presentation will also feature the 
new upgraded unit being offered by Syren Ship 
Model Company.  Rick Szydelko would also 
appreciate any new photographic updates you 

might have for Ships on Deck. 
   Proceedings will begin on Wednesday, October 4th at 7:00 
PM CST, but you will be able to log on at 6:30 PM.  Invites 
will be sent out a day or two before the meeting. 
 

The NRMS October Meeting 
MOUNTING MODELS FOR DISPLAY  

 

T he Nautical Research and Model Ship Societyôs October meeting will be a hy-
brid session.  The face to 
face segment will be held 
at 237 S. Lincoln Street, 

Westmont, IL.  For those preferring to 
attend the virtual version, an Invite will be 
sent out a few days before the October 
14th meeting.  Proceedings start at 7:00 
PM, but you will be able to log on as ear-
ly 6:30 PM. 
   Unlike most aspects of our hobby, how 
you mount your model wonôt necessarily 
make or break a gold medal presentation.  However, if done 
well, it can certainly enhance its appearance.  The October 
program will feature various ways of displaying your model, 
many of them innovative.  This will be a good one! 
 

The MMS October Meeting 
Live Ropewalk Demo 

 

O ne advantage of F2F meetings is that you can see items up close and per-
sonal.  At a past 
meeting, there 
was considerable 
discussion about 

Ropewalks. Bob Filipowski and Rick 
Szydelko will perform live demon-
strations utilizing the Rope Rocket 
by Syren Ship Model Company.  
Donôt forget to bring your current project for S.O.D. 

   The meeting will commence at 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 18th at  
The Dasom Community Church 
501 S. Emerson Street 
Mount Prospect, IL 

 

 

T he first of four teaching sessions on building the NRG Half Hull occurred on Saturday, September 9th 
at Kurt Van Dahmôs shop.  Each participant had his/her 
own work station.  The purpose of the class is to help 
fellow modelers learn how to plank a hull using the spiling 
techniqueô 

   From past experiences, it would be safe to say that 
group projects donôt always go as well as planned, and 
this workshop was no exception.  The most common 
challenge was that, despite outlining what stage they 
needed to be at, the models were presented sporting var-
ious levels of completion.  The least completed had only 
a few frames erected, while two others were in the early 
stages of being faired. 

   That description sounds like a disaster, but workshop 
coordinator, Toni Levine, was very upbeat with the pro-
gress made during this initial session.  She stated that 
ñEveryone learned something. For some, the biggest les-
son was fairing.  For one, the lesson was to have confi-
dence in their ability to spile.ò 

   By the end of this first session, most of the modelers 
had completed installing the garboard strake (the plank 
closest to the keel).  The next session will cover planking 
belts and laying out the rows of planks. 

ǒ Tri-Club Hull Planking Workshop ǒ 

I n case you haven't heard, the Nautical Research Guild is having a sale in the webstore.  Almost everything is 
20% or more off and if you are an NRG member, you can 
still use the member code to get an additional 20% off 
the sale prices!  Here is the link to the webstore: 
https://thenrgstore.org/ 
 
   The sale will end on September 30, 2023, so don't de-
lay.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary 
Van Dahm, Office Manager at 585-968-8111 or: 
nrghomeoffice@gmail.com 

ǒ NRG Webstore Sale ǒ 

https://thenrgstore.org/
mailto:nrghomeoffice@gmail.com
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end of the keel, strips for consistently locating the keel 
and station lines.  The station lines are especially useful 
for checking hull shape and symmetry. 

   Kurtôs favorite material for the building board base is 
Baltic Birch.  Itôs ex-
tremely stable and 
does not contain any 
voids.  Although 
somewhat expen-
sive, smaller eco-
nomical scrap piec-
es can sometimes 
be purchased at 
your local lumber 
company. 

   Quite often, hulls will have considerable drag where the 
stern sits much 
deeper in the water 
than the bow.  Get-
ting the keel block 
shaped accurately 
can present a chal-
lenge.  This is espe-
cially true when it 
comes to pleasure 
craft and fishing 
schooners. 

   Kurt Van Dahm ran into this problem while building a 
model of the Splash.  
In spite of its odd 
configuration, the 
requirements were 
the same and Kurt 
approached it with 
that mindset. The 
building board was a 
complete success 
and saved him con-
siderable work. 

K urt Van Dahm opened his presentation by stating that Building Boards are an essential but often over-
looked tool.  They 
provide a flat, stable 
surface on which the 
model can be built.  
These handy devic-
es also provide a 
means of locating 
the model in the 
same orientation 
each time the model 
is moved.  Stations 
can be marked and transferred to the model. 

   In some cases a sturdy supporting frame, called a 
strongback, is required for constructing small craft such 
as kayaks.  Interior wood stations set up as a framework 
will also insure a symmetrical hull. 

   Building boards can be very basic or quite complex, but 
they all serve the same purpose and share the same re-
quirements.  Common features include a STOP for the aft 

 Building Boards 

by Kurt Van Dahm 

STOP 
STRIPS 

STATION LINES 

Transferring sta-
tion lines to the 
interior so ribs can 
be plotted. 
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ñShips on Deckò continued on Page 4 

Ships on Deck 
Gerda III by Neil Hurwitz 

Photos by Neil Hurwitz 
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ñShips on Deckò continued on Page 5 

Ships on Deck 
Fair American by Don Purney 

Photos by Robert Frysztak 

Lower & Upper 
Masts Completed 

Cannons Rigged 
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ñShips on Deckò continued on Page 6 

Ships on Deck 
Resolution by Gus Agustin 

Photos by Robert Frysztak 

R eflecting the meeting topic for September, Gus anchored his case to the base by inserting a brass pins through the 
ends of the base and case.  When inserted, the pins was almost 
invisible.  If, for some reason, he wished to remove the case, 
the pins could be easily pushed out and removed. 
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ñShips on Deckò continued on Page 7 

Ships on Deck 
A Different POB Method by Bill Emerson 

Photos by Bill Emerson 

B ill Emerson, a member of the Model Shipwrights of Western New York, states that the cutouts along the edges of the bulkheads were to allow for clamping the strips of hull planking while gluing.  Bill had never done this before, and had always experienced 
difficulty holding the strips in place until the glue dried.  So, he tried this method and it worked quite well.  Perhaps you can see it in 
the deck construction photo.  Unfortunately, Bill did not take photos of the hull planking, but it worked the same way.  Prior to this, 
Emerson would wrap the hull with a rubber strap or just twine to hold one piece in place at a time.  This method is much quicker and 
he stated that it will be his preferred technique from now on. 

   As in previous models, Bill used a 4ô yardstick as the centerpiece through all the frames.  (Since the model is 5ô 2ò long, he had to 
splice on some extra length.)  That allowed all the frames to line up properly.  Of course, the straight yardstick will not stay straight 
during the planking process unless it can be somehow braced while planking.  This was also a problem with previous models. 

   Emerson came upon a method that worked better than he could have imagined.  He used pieces of stiff L-shaped cardboard pack-
ing strips that came with a TV he purchased.  You can see the segments arranged in a V-shape under the yard stick between bulk-
heads.  The material is surprisingly stiff and hard.  Using a chop saw, segments were cut to fit between the bulkheads.  A segment 
was then glued to a bulkhead.  You can see from a photo how straight the hull is.  Of course, the packing segments only have to last 
until the hull is completed, but Bill thinks they will last as long as the model will. 

USS Bainbridge DD-1 


